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be well to recall some of these, particularly his first visit
to Charlestown and Bunker's hill, where an immense con-
course of people awaited him, and the address in which,
on these classic heights, looking out on the one side
toward a vast free continent and on the other toward the
continent of Europe, he renders solemn homage to the
principle of resistance to oppression.
This address will be found in the book which Mr.
Cooper now has. It was a wonderful day—that of the
laying of the corner stone of the Bunker Hill monument,
and of the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the
battle. This picture, depicted by a great artist, would be
sublime. It seemed as though all of New England was in
Boston. People had come there in great numbers from
New York, from Philadelphia, from Charleston, and
from other parts of the United States. The weather was
superb, brilliant sunshine with great heat, though endur-
able. The most impressive of these scenes were the laying
of the corner stone, under the auspices of the State au-
thorities, by the President of the Committee, the Grand-
Master of the Masonic Order, and General Lafayette,
who had arrived two days before, according to promise,
on his return from a tour of nearly four months, stretch-
ing over five thousand four hundred miles, one continual
round of visits.
The arrangement of the great platform, facing the
immense throng, where fifteen or twenty thousand per-
sons could hear the address of the Orator of the day, the
prayers, and the admirable hymns sung on this occasion.
Dr. Thacher had fought at Bunker's Hill. His white
locks fell in long curls on his shoulders, and when he
raised toward heaven, in gestures of supplication, his
hands emaciated by age, and when he uttered in a strong

